
CITY OF CORAL GABLES 

--MEMORANDUM-- 

 

TO:        Mayor of the City, Members of the City Commission  

        City Manager, Assistant City Manager    

 

FROM:        Vice Mayor Vince Lago     

 

DATE:         August 28, 2019 

 

SUBJECT:  Septic Tanks to Sewage System Conversion 

 

 

The City of Coral Gables has a large number of residential properties using septic systems to treat black 

and grey wastewater.  Please refer to the City of Coral Gables Sanitary Sewer System (North) and 2016 Sea 

Level Rise Lidar map enclosed which identifies the locations of existing septic systems.    

The impacts of septic systems on water quality in Florida and other low-lying areas and locations with 

porous hydrology similar to Florida are well established.  Septic systems located near lakes, canals, rivers, 

and the ocean can leach effluents such as bacteria, nitrogen, phosphorus and other substances that feed 

algae blooms and cause beach closures.   In addition, as water levels rise due to flooding or sea-level rise, 

septic systems lose their ability to process and break down effluents.   See the articles and Septic to Sewer 

Guidance Document attached.  Further, I have heard that individuals looking to build new homes in Coral 

Gables are reluctant to purchase properties that do not have sanitary sewer service. 

In 2016, the Florida legislature and the Governor of Florida made it clear that “Local governments … must 

coordinate to restore and maintain the water quantity and water quality of the Outstanding Florida Springs.”  

In the “Florida Springs and Aquifer Protection Act,” Fla. Stat. §§ 373.801, et. seq.  (“Water Act”), the State 

has noted that discharges resulting from inadequate wastewater and stormwater management practices, 

adversely impact the health of the aquifer system, springs, and waterways.  

Section 7 of the Septic to Sewer Guidance Document attached identifies external funding sources to address 

septic to sewer projects.   The first step The City must take in order to seek external funding and establish 

a budget for a septic to sewer project is to conduct a preliminary engineering study with the objective of 

prioritizing and ranking services areas and develop preliminary cost estimates. Other municipalities in 

Florida, such as Vero Beach have conducted a case study, please refer to the information enclosed. 

I have met with Congresswoman Donna Shalala and State Representative Javier Fernandez to discuss 

potential funding opportunities at the state and local level and will continue to meet with our state and 

federal leaders to discuss this topic. At our next Commission meeting on September 10th, I would like to 

discuss the allocation of funds in our Annual Budget and Five-Year Capital Improvement Plan for an 

engineering study to be conducted. 

CC: City Attorney, Miriam Ramos 

Public Works Director, Hermes Diaz 



 

















 

 


