
 
CITY OF CORAL GABLES 

--MEMORANDUM-- 

 
 
TO:  Mayor and City Commission  
   City Manager, Peter Iglesias 

City Attorney, Miriam Ramos 
                           

FROM:   Vice Mayor Vince Lago   
 
DATE: July 16, 2019 
 
SUBJECT:    Chinese Monorail Proposal 
 
 
As the City’s representative to the Transportation Planning Organization, there has been much 
publicity regarding a recent trip taken by several TPO members to China. For clarification 
purposes, I declined the offer to attend travel to China as I had several reservations regarding the 
overall scope of the trip.  At the County level, Mayor Gimenez has been a proponent of a 
Chinese monorail system to connect Miami to Miami Beach. Recently, some members of 
Congress have expressed their concerns. In a letter written by Senator Rick Scott, Senator Marco 
Rubio and Congressman Mario Diaz-Balart (see below) to Mayor Carlos Gimenez, the 
congressmen express their concerns about the Mayor’s initiative to consider monorail as an 
alternative. As a TPO member, I believe we should continue to move forward with the SMART 
plan in addition to promoting rail as the primary modality for the residents of Miami-Dade 
County, which was promised to the residents in 2002.  
 
I vehemently agree with the members of Congress when they assert that foreign enterprises such 
as China can pose a threat to our National Security “While bids by Chinese state-sponsored and 
subsidized companies may appear competitive in cost, such bids may also expose Florida and 
our nation to significant risks”.  
 
I wanted to share this with you, my colleagues on the Commission, so that you may become 
aware of some of the discussions happening at the County level.  
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To read the recent article click here: Florida senators call proposal for Miami-Dade monorail 
‘alarming’ over ties to China 
 
 

 



3 
 

 
 

 
Other article: Casino giant Genting and Chinese firm propose monorail linking Miami with 
Miami Beach 
 


