
WHO DECIDES OUR ELECTIONS?
Presented by Commissioner Castro

Why Residents—Not Politicians—Must Have the Final Say



On May 20, 2025, the Coral
Gables Commission voted to
move your city election from

April 2027 to November 2026.

This decision shortens your
elected officials’ terms by about

5 months, ending their service
sooner than you voted for.

Most importantly: You, the voters,
were not given a choice. The

commission acted without asking
your permission, even though the

law requires your vote.





Direct Quote from Florida Attorney General
James Uthmeier’s Opinion (June 25, 2025):

“I caution you that the action contemplated by the City of Miami in the Legal Opinion
to move the date of its municipal elections or to change the terms of office for
elected officials without a vote of the electors violates the County Charter and

provisions of the 1885 Constitution, incorporated by Article VIII, section 6 of the 1968
Constitution. The State will not tolerate such an unconstitutional deviation.”

KEY POINTS FOR RESIDENTS

Moving election
dates requires a

vote of the people.

The Attorney General’s
statement makes clear

the state will act 
if municipalities 
bypass voters.

This warning applies to
any city in Miami-Dade

County, including
Coral Gables.



“Accordingly, the terms of the County Charter
control the method for changing election dates
and the terms of office of elected officials. As
noted above, the County Charter requires a

vote of the electors to make the changes you
are contemplating. What this means, at bottom,
is that no statute authorizes or could authorize
the proposed ordinance, which would amend

provisions of the municipal charter pertaining to
election dates and terms of office without a

vote of the people...



“...You should immediately cease the
process of enacting the ordinance to

move the date of municipal elections and
change the terms of office for elected

officials...”

“...If you nevertheless move forward with
the proposed ordinance, my office

reserves the right to consider taking all
available actions to prevent this violation

of law from occurring.”



NBC6 political analyst Alex Penelas highlighted the potential risks for officials who support such
changes, noting that there could be serious consequences, including possible suspension from office.

Quote from Alex Penelas (NBC6):
 “The very clear risk right now for

any official who proceeds in voting
in favor of this proposal, to delay
the election, is suspension from

office, and that may be just enough
to prevent this from passing.”



The Miami-Dade
County Charter and
Florida Constitution
guarantee your right

to vote on any
change to municipal

election dates.

Whether it extends or
shortens terms,

changing an election
date directly affects the

officials you elected,
and the law requires
your approval first.

Skipping a referendum
violates your right to
decide and sets a

dangerous precedent
where politicians—not

residents—control
election timing.



The decision took away your right to
approve or reject a major change to
your local government.

Without voter approval, the new
election date violates the law, risks
lawsuits, and undermines trust in
your city government.

Your right to vote on election timing
is a cornerstone of democracy, and
it was bypassed.



WHAT I HAVE DONE TO
DEFEND YOUR RIGHTS
✅ Voted NO on the ordinance that

moved your election date without your

approval.

✅ Requested a formal legal opinion

from the Florida Attorney General

when the City Attorney did not seek

guidance.

✅ Shared the Attorney General’s City

of Miami opinion with residents, so you

know your rights and what the law

requires.

✅ Drafted legislation to repeal the

ordinance, to return the election date

to April 2027 unless you, the voters,

choose otherwise in a referendum.

✅ Made it clear: If you, the residents,

want November elections, you can have

them—but only if you vote to approve the

change, as the law requires.

✅ Kept you informed through

newsletters, social media, and meetings,

because you deserve transparency on

decisions affecting your vote.


